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Who we are as a St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church Community

St. Brendan’s is a friendly, caring, giving and respected member of the overall religious community in
Juneau. While we are a relatively small, our typical attendance is between 20-25 parishioners each
Sunday.

In a recent survey, we see that an overwhelming majority of those congregants that responded have
been members of St. Brendan’s for more than 30 years. And while we have seen our congregation
acquire new members in past 10 years, that growth is slow. The same survey data shows that well
over half of our congregation members are over the age of 70.

As a result of Covid, we record each service, and that service can either be viewed “live” or as a
“recording” after the fact via YouTube. This has become a popular option for congregants who are
unable to attend in person to have access to the service, allowing folks to stay connected to St.
Brendan’s.

We offer the faith-based Sunday School program, Godly Play, to those youth who are elementary
school aged. This program is offered from September thru May each year.

The Outreach committee at St. Brendan’s is active year-round, supporting programs at AWARE,
Southeast Alaska Food Bank, Bartlett House, Hospice, Glory Hall, UTO, Meals on Wheels, Johnson
Youth Center, Homeless Connect, Family Promise and Nothing but Nets to name a few. Many of our
Outreach projects are funded in part by the monies raised at our annual Holiday Market. This is a
highly anticipated yearly event where we sell handmade items, such as knit beanies, homemade
baked goods, holiday items and a wide variety of other things.

We have recently formed a “Green Committee” that focuses on making sure we are doing our part
to reduce our carbon footprint.

Our building is used by many outside groups like Girl Scouts, Family Promise, Women'’s Recovery
Group, Parkinson’s Support Group, the Pentecostal Church of God, I.M. and many travelling sports
teams from throughout Southeast Alaska.

St. Brendan’s is an active member of the Southeast Alaska Deanery and very supportive of the
Diocese of Alaska. We participate in deanery meetings and send delegates to Diocesan convention
on a yearly basis. We pride ourselves in being able to pledge to both of these groups.

The mission of St. Brendan’s is to provide a place for worship for the Episcopalians residing in the
general populated suburban areas north of Juneau and to the unchurched. We seek also to reach
those who have no church affiliation and, in general, to provide for a wide range of community, and
spiritual, and social needs.



What is St. Brendan’s looking for in a Part-time Rector??

The people of St. Brendan’s are looking for a priest who is able to offer

the following skills and attributes:

A preacher - connecting people to God’s word.

A planner - to guide us into the future.

A teacher - to help us deepen our relationship with God.

A pastoral care leader - to be there for our congregation in times of need.

A voice - in our broader community to continue our work in expanding our
Outreach.

A leader - to help grow our congregation.

An open minded individual - who is fully accepting and shares our core values.



History of St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church in Juneau’s Mendenhall Valley

St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church is located at 4207 Mendenhall Loop Road, on land that was purchased by
the progressive thinking Episcopal Church leaders of Juneau in 1962. The 5.5-acre lot in Mendenhall
Valley, on the road to the Mendenhall Glacier, was purchased from Nor-Cal Home Builders for $5000.
Eight years later, on January 26, 1969, a group of people living in the valley held the first Episcopal
Church service in the Mendenhall Valley at Glacier Valley School. The group adopted the name St.
Andrews by-the-Glacier in 1971 and on January 1, 1972 was officially designated a parochial mission of
The Church of the Holy Trinity, which is located in downtown Juneau. The congregation of St. Andrew’s
by-the-Glacier met for 5+ years in Glacier Valley School, in private homes, and at St. Paul’s Roman
Catholic Church. The 1970’s brought many challenges and changes within the Episcopal Church. St.
Andrew’s mission was not rooted enough to sustain itself through the turmoil of the times, so mission
work in the Mendenhall Valley was put on hold, and services ceased at St. Andrew’s on August 28th,
1977.

At Holy Trinity’s annual meeting in 1984 it was decided that it was time to establish presence in the
Mendenhall valley. The first service of the valley group was held at Floyd Dryden Middle School with
Bishop Masuda officiating. There were 75 people in attendance including well-wishers from Holy Trinity.

In 1985 the valley group in consort with the Holy Trinity Vestry applied to the Standing Committee for
status as a Diocesan Mission, which was granted on September 1, 1985. At that same time, it was
recognized that the group needed a new name. From several possible names, St. Brendan’s was chosen.
Brendan was a fifth century Celtic monk known as St. Brendan the Voyager. A fitting name as a new
congregation was setting out on a voyage of faith in southeast Alaska. The Standing Committee
approved the name selection in September of 1985.

Full parish status was granted to St. Brendan’s on October 10, 1987 at the annual convention of the
Diocese of Alaska. Two years later, the Rt. Rev. George Harris (Bishop of Alaska) appointed the Rev.
Charlie Adams the Priest in Charge of the parish. After 4 years of having a movable feast, the
congregation took a leap of faith and started construction of a church facility on the property purchased
almost 30 years earlier. With strong lay leadership, outstanding volunteer labor, a $35,000 UTO grant,
and loans from the Diocese and the Church Building Fund, the first phase of the building was completed
and dedicated on October 21, 1989. The congregational life of St. Brendan’s now had a place in which to
settle and grow.

Just a few short years later, at the annual meeting in 1991, the parishioners of St. Brendan’s voted to

commence with phase two of the construction. The parish hall, referred to as Adams Hall, became a

reality in August of 1991. Over the years Adams Hall has been used a meeting place for many events,
one being our weekly coffee hour held following our Sunday service.

Phase three of the church, was completed in 2013. This portion of the church, known as Boesser Hall, is
home to 2 classrooms, one which is used on a weekly basis for our Sunday School program Godly Play, 2
ADA accessible restrooms and the church office.



St. Brendan’s has been beyond blessed with a long list of extraordinary clergies from the beginning.

. The Right Rev. George Masuda (Interim) 1984

. The Rev. Roger Wharton 1986-1988

o The Rev. Charlie Adams 1991-1993

o The Rev. Wilson Valentine 1993-2000

. The Rev. Kathleen Wakefield (Associate) 1989-2000
o The Rev. Bob Hardman (Interim) 2001-2003

o The Rev. George Walter 2001-2003

o The Rev. Caroline Bruschi (Interim) 2001, 2004

o The Rev. Michael Curran 2004-2005

J The Rev. Bob Stevens 2005-2011

o The Rev. Caroline Malseed (Interim) 2011

. The Rev. Caroline Malseed (Priest in Charge) 2013 to Present

Founding Associates

o The Rev. Charlie Adams
o The Ven. Mark Boesser
o The Rev. Ann Parsons

o The Rev. Dale Sarles

o The Rev. Diane Tickell



JUNEAU COMMUNITY PROFILE

OUR LOCATION

St. Brendan’s is located in the City and Borough of Juneau, an amazing place to live. It is in Southeast
referred to by locals as “The Panhandle.” The city is isolated as the only state capital inaccessible by road
and is only reachable by air or sea. Its boundaries on the north and east are the Coastal Range and the
Juneau Ice Field, 1500 square miles of ice and snow that is the only border to Canada. To the south and
west lie islands of the Alexander Archipelago, including some of the largest islands in Alaska. The original
Alaskan Gold Rush town, Juneau is now the third largest city in Alaska with a population of 32,000. It
may feel like a small town, but it is a large municipality spread over 3,200 square miles including
waterways and icefield. This makes it the second biggest city in the United States by area. Our city has its
own unique and incomparable magnificence. Every part of our land is surrounded by 180° of ocean or
mountains, and it is impossible not to be awed by God’s creation here.

Around 900 air miles from Seattle and 700 from Anchorage, Juneau has an International Airport with
several 737 jets flown daily by two major airlines (Alaska, Delta). Fares vary by season, but average $400-
600 roundtrip to/from Seattle or Anchorage. Smaller biplanes and float planes provide service to many
nearby towns. Helicopters cover local sight-seeing, rescues, and construction needs. Alaska Marine
Highway ferries provide water routes for passengers and vehicles to travel around Southeast and to
Washington or British Columbia, covering 35 communities and 3,500 miles of Alaska’s coast.

OUR ENVIRONMENT

Southeast has the world’s largest temperate rainforest, the Tongass, which is the largest national forest
at 17 million acres. It is cool, lush, and dense with moss, brush, and ancient trees hundreds of years old
and over a hundred feet tall. It is a true rainforest — Juneau’s average precipitation is 90 inches/year but
different microclimates here range from 60-130". Yearly snowfall in Juneau is also average 90", even
higher near icefield and mountaintops, making for a great local ski resort. The mild marine climate lets
temperatures in winter range between 20-40° F, in summer between 45-70° F, and occasional “heat
waves” over 80° F. Most locals live for those glorious sunny “bluebird” long days. Summer daylight is
long, but not extreme — our longest night and day are 18 hours each solstice.

St. Brendan's Church is just over a mile from the mighty Mendenhall Glacier National Park, which
receded over the area including the church site only 300 years ago. Accessible year-round, many locals
refer to it as their “Backyard Glacier” as its valley is filled with many suburb homes. It also holds most of
Juneau’s residents, commerce, schools, and churches. It’s central to the daily commute and is a short
distance in any direction from many parks, trails, harbors, and culture. The other neighborhoods are
nestled within close hillsides and valleys, and we have 50 miles of main highway to link all residential
areas in Juneau, from northern “out the road” to downtown and Douglas Island. There’s a city bus line
through every urban zone, even past St. Brendan's. A car is not absolutely necessary, but it makes life
more accessible.

Even on the road we live amongst wild areas with a myriad of flora and fauna —a dream for any
photographer, gardener, or nature lover. In this Audubon thoroughfare, we are known for numerous

-5-



songbird varieties, migratory waterfowl, and sacred bald eagles and ravens soaring right over head. Every
tree and plant here grow giant in our rain and daylight except for our tiny state flower, the Forget-me-
not. Our cool waters run with all five wild Pacific Salmon species, various trout, and even sparkling ores
or gems from the hillsides. Black bears live and eat among us, but Coastal Brown bears tend to stay
towards the ends of the road — nearby Admiralty Island has the world’s highest concentration of them.
Whales, porpoises,seals, and sealions surface near boats and are often seen from land. Under-sea life,
including King and Dungeness crab available to locals. On clear days, splendid white peaks of the close
mountains are breath-taking. Our land and water here are truly alive and we share it all with God’s
abundant creation.

OUR COMMUNITY

As the state capital (ironically named the “least attractive Capitol building” but the most beautiful capital
city in the U.S.), Juneau’s demographics are as diverse as our wildlife. Age-wise, there are as many
students here as there are Senior Citizens, and our median age is 35-40 seasonally with younger summer
workers. We are a family-oriented community: there are eight elementary schools; two middle and two
high schools; and facilities for alternative, private, and home schooling. We are the home of University of
Alaska - Southeast, awarded the most beautiful university in the U.S., and students come from all over
the world. Besides lauded academics, there is also a full lineup of scholastic (sometimes champion),
juvenile, and amateur sports or activities to join: from swimming, football, or pickle ball, to band, drama,
or cheerleading.

Juneau is a fairly affluent community — mean income is $45,000, and there’s 7% poverty rate. In the
latest data, Alaska Dept. of Labor counted over 16,000 workers in Juneau, with low unemployment at
3.2%. We lost almost 4% population and work force during the Pandemic, but numbers and business are
recovering since. Our largest workforce is federal and state government, followed by other civil services
and health care. Juneau has a regional hospital, various clinics, and a cancer center, but specialists are
limited. So, life-flights to Seattle or Anchorage leave from the nearby tarmac. With five harbors in the
area, fishing, mining, and tourism are our next largest industries. Commercial and Sport Fishing are
renowned throughout our region. Mining has advanced since 1881 — two of the world’s largest and most
regulated gold and silver mines and their corps are a boat-ride away in either direction. Tourism is
growing with four major cruise ship piers downtown. Over a million people cruise the Inside Passage
yearly now and every ship stops in Juneau, these travelers and more bring an economic boost and draw
hundreds of workers and fill our streets and waters with people from around the world who are eager to
see what Juneau has to offer.

The housing market has grown too: median property value is now over $355,000 and homeownership
rate is 65%, but there is a housing shortage on limited space. The standard of living is higher, comparable
to Colorado or California, but folks here earn more on average as well. We do pay for our isolation — any
consumer items that aren’t local (like seafood or fruit) come by 4-day barge from the Pacific coast.
Approximate prices are over $4/gallon of milk or gas, $1.50 bell pepper, $5 fruit/Ib., $15 raw steak,
higher priced used cars... but we run on cost efficient hydroelectricity. Shopping is limited, but we do
have big grocery stores, some organic locales, many boutiques, and a Costco. We also do not have state
income tax, and permanent residents get a yearly dividend from state resources like oil.



OUR PEOPLE

We are just as diverse in other demographics as well. That is excepting men and women: unlike the rest
of Alaska, we’re about 50/50 male/female. While Juneau is about 65% White/Caucasian, we are home to
large percentages of Indigenous (original Natives are Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshiam) peoples and various
Asian (largest is Filipino) communities. There are also large groups of many other ethnicities and
immigrants, such as Latinx, African, or Scandinavian. So, we have a great variety of churches and world
religions here as well, including another Episcopalian church, Holy Trinity. Honoring many perspectives
comes in many forms: from Biennial Native Celebration and frequent dance in traditional regalia, to
music, arts, and cuisine savoring distinct homelands and traditions. In fact, it was right here in the 1948
Legislature when our famous Tlingit, Elizabeth Peratrovich gave the speech that inspired the very first
civil rights equality in the U.S,, long before any other states. America’s Independence Day is our largest
celebration where every group turns out for a huge fireworks show on July 3rd night due to long
daylight, and the 4th has a grand parade followed by a beachside carnival.

Like many capitals, our community is civically active and open minded, making for a lot of balance. We
are a supportive society to many folks of other diversities — a vibrant LGBTQ community, a sizeable senior
population, many people with various disabilities, seasonal winter-birds, life-longers, and transients. We
have as many green environmentalists as progressives (often combined here) who love conservation as
well as development. We are also very service-minded: covering just about every sector are
philanthropies and organizations for cultures and heritage, citizens in need, land preservation,
commerce, and industry. There are events for nearly any interest too, from outdoor sport or
competitions to love for all animals (esp. pets), food, or drink.

We are a huge and vivacious arts community, with the new goal of being the Northwest Art Capital. Our
local fine arts cover an array of caliber and mediums in any manner of muses, and performance arts
genres are just as varied. From renowned big-names to local amateurs, Juneau features theatres,
symphony, concerts, bands, vocalists, and dance. There are even world-class city and regional festivals,
including First Friday Gallery Walks, Juneau Jazz and Classics, and the giant Alaska Folk Festival.

In other leisure activities here, Juneau has a fitness following with Yoga, gyms, running, biking, and hiking
over hundreds of miles of trails. Skiing and snowboarding are popular at Eaglecrest resort or by the
glacial flats, and so is ice skating at the rink or on the lakes. With all those harbors come many boats —
prime water time for fishing, hunting, or taking in rare sun. Cabin or tent camping is all over, year-round,
and many go foraging from the forests or shores. Bonfires and beach combing are plentiful, and there is
even cold-water diving. There are also hot-tubs, saunas, and heated pools at two swimming facilities.
Mere scenic walks are a delight, especially when close to so many attractions. There are also museums,
movie theatres, libraries, lectures, and bookstores. For staying in, we have a local newspaper and several
radio stations that also stream live, and plenty of modern conveniences. Something for everyone.

With all it has to offer, Juneau can still be a challenging place to live in a distant, rainy, cloudy climate
with high prices and limited goods. It can be a transient society with a youthful brain-drain and such
seasonal changes. But so many who stay here are hooked for life, some at first sight, by our abundance
of beauty. Amazing beauty is in the land and water, the wildlife and its bounty, the endless activity and
vibrant community, and above all — welcoming and warm people like us who call it home.



SOURCES:

City and Borough of Juneau - www.juneau.org

Alaska Marine Highway System - dot.alaska.gov/amhs

Tongass National Forest - www.fs.usda.gov/tongass

Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce - www.juneauchamber.com

Census resources - www.census.gov & censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0236400-juneau-ak
Department of Labor and Workforce Development - labor.alaska.gov

Juneau School District - www.juneauschools.org

Travel Juneau - www.traveljuneau.com

Juneau Arts and Humanities Council - www.jahc.org

Local knowledge, Google, and Wikipedia



Financials 2022 & 2023 Budget and Actuals

ST. BRENDAN'S
INCOME

Pledges

Regular Giving & Plate
Rent & Other Income
Gifted Income
TOTAL

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
Diocesan Program

Salaries & Benefits

Support of the Ministry
Christian Ed

Worship

Building

Clergy Search

TOTAL

2022 2022 2023
BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET

80,970.00 77 770.34 80,476.00
12,150.00 6,739.00 6,300.00
4,520.00 5,061.26 9,900.00
0.00 Q.00 0.00
97,640.00 89,570.60 96,676.00
19,377.00 18,706.71 20,055.00
36,592.78 34,518.15 22 665.58
10,896.00 10,769.09 11,656.00
660.00 648.59 660.00
1,650.00 764.21 1,450.00
37,547.00 32,403.98 38,799.00
0.00 0.00 5,000.00
106,722.78 97,000.73 100,285.58



